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latter as Secretary of State for Air had a sharp difference
with the Chief of the Staff of the Royal Air Force, with the
result that first the Officer and then the Minister resigned. In
the debate which followed we find Carson drawing a parallel
between the cases of Sir Hugh Trenchard and Sir John Jellicoe.
He was glad that as a result of the debate the Government
had promised to restore the soldier to employment; a similar
promise had been made in regard to Jellicoe four or five months
since; " but the last we heard about him was that he was hang-
ing pictures in his private house."1
There was another matter upon which Carson felt strongly*
Sir Frederick Maurice, who had been Director of Military
Operations, wrote a letter to the Press contradicting the state-
ments of Ministers as to the strength of the troops on the Western
Front. The figures were critical, since they had been cited by
the Prime Minister in his defence of the Government on the
retreat of the Fifth Army, and aroused a storm of controversy,
some attacking General Maurice on the score of discipline,
others the Prime Minister on the score of truth. u Heard from
Edward," Lady Carson notes in her Diary under 8th May, 1918,
" that General Maurice's letter has made a great stir. Edward
always knew that LI. G.'s and B. L.'s statements were lies,
but only knowing so from being in the Cabinet he could not
say so."
These observations give point to the questions which Carson
put to Mr. Bonar Law on the 7th of May, 1918. The Leader of
the House had announced that the Government proposed to
invite two of His Majesty's judges to form a Court of Honour
to inquire into the charges, and Carson asked if the proceed-
ings were to be public.
"What I desire to ask," he added, "is, WiU Cabinet or
ex-Cabinet Ministers be allowed to state before the judges what
transpired in the Cabinet ? "
There was a hint of menace in the question; but it came to
nothing. Colonel Repington, who met Carson on the 8th at
Lady Londonderry's luncheon-table, heard from him that ** he
had .been for three hours with the Unionists to-day, that their
hate of Asquith overrides all other considerations, and that
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